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CIA 


| One. can quibble about Some of the 
|people appointed by President Ford to 
look into charges of illegal domestic 
•spying by. the Central Intelligence Ag- 
|ency ; The eight-man, “blue-ribbon” 
’Panel is made tip largely of well- 
fknown Establishment figures, of a 

i conservative bent. Its chairman. Vice 
President Nelson Rockefeller, has for 
years been a. member of the Foreign 
Intelligence Advisory Board, a singu- 
larly impotent “watchdog” over vari- 
ous, intelligence agencies. He has also 
had a long association with Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger who, as 
chairman of the so-called “40 Commit- 
tee” supervising CIA activities, is 
presumably' a central figure ip the 
investigation. \ - 

The choice of former governor Ron- 
ald Reagan has also drawn fire be- 
cause of his image as an arch-conserv- 
ative Republican , presidential 
candidate. Other members' of the 
panel include a retired Army general, 
two former cabinet, members, a for- 


mer Solicitor general, a retired univer- 
sity president and a top labor leader/ - “•' 
■ t Quibbling aside, however, this is a 
highly distinguished group of citizens, 

, entirely - qualified, to investigate 
s charges that the CIA exceeded the 
♦ terms of its charter by keeping tabs on . 
anti-wky protesters and such dissident 
radicals as the Weathermen some 
years ago. The commission has been 
charged by the President to report 
. within three months on whether, thq 
CIA acted illegally . in spying on 
Americans in this country, and if so, to • 
recommend safeguards against future 
abuses. As a' basis for its investiga- 
tion, the panel will be furnished with a 
50-page report on the allegations sub- 
mitted uie other nay' to the President 
by CIA Director William E. Colby. Ac- 
cording to White Hoii.se sources, his 
report substantiates at least some of 
the published charges. / -.. < 

Whether the appointment of the. 
commission will succeed in heading 
off a number of congressional invests. 


gatioris of the CIA, however, is doubt- 
ful. At least two committees of the 
House and Senate, charged with over- 
sight of the agency, are apparently 
prepared to press ahead with theii 
own inquiries. It is fervently tp be 
hoped that these investigations will be 
kept as far as possible on a non-parti 
san plane. . 

Although the CIA has come in foi 
•rather more than its share of un 
favorable publicity lately, it! 
intelligence-gathering functions re 
main essential to the national securi 
ty. The purpose of the varioui 
inquiries is to correct the possibility oj 
abuse in the future and restore public 
confidence in the integrity of the agen 
cy. Any other result /would di 
enormous — and quite unnecessary - 
damage to the nation as a whole. t j 




